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NATURE & SCOPE OF GENESIS 1-11 
 

Genesis 1-11 (eleven chapters) is an introduction to the entire Old Testament (929 chapters).  

Genesis 1-11 contains only 1.2% of the Old Testament.  Though only 1.2% of content, it 

nevertheless covers more time than the other 98.8%.  Genesis 12 to Malachi spans from 2090 BC 

to 400 BC or 1700 years.  Genesis 1-11 covers ca. ??? years. 
 

Genesis 1-11 like all of the Old Testament is selective history. Details are selected by God as they 

relate to the theme of the Bible, the history of redemption.   
 

Chapters 1-2 Creation of the material universe 

Chapter 2 Detailed creation of Adam & Eve: Divine institutions of marriage 

and family 

Chapter 3 Origin of sin in the Garden & God’s Redemption 

Chapter 4 Cain murders Abel – Cain genealogy 

Chapter 5 Seth genealogy through Noah & his sons 

Chapters 6-8 Noah, his family, & the universal flood 

Chapter 9 Noahic covenant 

Chapter 10 National entities created via sons of Noah: languages & ethnicities 

instituted 

Chapter 11 Babel & language issues, Shem’s genealogy (Intro. to Abraham) 

 

The Title: Genesis takes its name from the title given to it by the Septuagint (Greek version) 

derived from the headings of the book’s 10 literary parts introduced by these are the generations 

of or this is the book of the generations of:  
 

2:4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth… 

5:1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. 

6:9 These are the generations of Noah: 

10:1 Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, 

and Japheth:  

11:10 These are the generations of Shem: 

11:27 Now these are the generations of Terah:  

25:12 Now these are the generations of Ishmael… 

25:19 And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: 

36:1 Now these are the generations of Esau… 

37:2 These are the generations of Jacob. 
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These statements indicate that Moses followed a literary outline (these are the generations of…; 

this is the book of the generations of Adam…).  Abraham most likely had accurate source 

documents. 
 

Genesis tells the story selectively of the beginnings of our kosmos and its elements, i.e., chapter 1 

is the beginning…, chapter 3 has the origin of sin… .  Genesis supplies the answers to two critical 

questions that no evolutionist can answer: 1) From whence came matter? and 2) How did life come 

from inorganic matter? 
 

All New Testament books except eight refer to Genesis 1-11 either specifically (quoted) or by 

reference to the event.  There are 77 such references therein.  To say that Genesis 1-11 is not 

historically accurate is to repudiate the words of the New Testament writers, even those of Jesus 

Christ.  Christ Himself referred to the literal reality of Genesis 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7!  Moreover, 

in Matthew 19:3-5, Christ says God spoke the words recorded by Moses in Genesis 3. 
 

3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife for just any reason?”  4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not 

read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said [i.e., 

God said], ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 

and the two shall become one flesh’?” Matthew 19:3-5 
 

Genesis 1-11 is thoroughly historic and scientific and as the rest of the Bible, divinely trustworthy. 
 

Moving On 
 

Old Testament history can be divided into 12 periods as per my following chart: “Outline of Old 

Testament History.” 
 

 

 




